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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 139509 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:MASS, AF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GOA INTEREST IN C-130 PURCHASE 

1. ELMER (BUD) LAURENT, SALES REP, LOCKHEED/MARIETTA, 

CALLED ON COUNTRY DIRECTOR CONSTABLE AND DESKOFF SCHIFFER- 
DECKER JUNE 13 TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE GOA INTEREST IN PURCHASE 
OF C-130 OR CIVILIAN VERSION L-100. LAURENT HAD BEEN TOLD 

BY DON LOCKWOOD OF LOCKHEED/LOS ANGELES OFFICE THAT DURING 
RECENT VISIT TO KABUL TO DISCUSS GOA INTEREST IN L-101 1 PUR- 
CHASE AAA PRESIDENT GHAZI HAD EXPRESSED INTEREST IN C-130. 
LAURENT, WHO HAS SOME KNOWLEDGE OF POLITICS OF REGION, 
EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM THAT AFGHANS MIGHT BE INTERESTED, BUT 
WILLING TO VISIT KABUL ON NEXT RRIP TO REGION CIRCA AUGUST- 
SEPTEMBER TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF AFGHAN INTEREST. HE EX- 
PLAINED THAT THE C-130 CURRENTLY SELLS FOR ABOUT DOLS 7 
MILLION AND L-100 ABOUT 7.3 MILLION. 

2. CONSTABLE EXPLAINED THAT UNTIL PRESENT SOVIETS HAVE 
BEEN SOLE SOURCE OF MILITARY HARDWARE FOR AFGHAN ARMY AND 
AIR FORCE AND THAT UPPER LEVELS OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT 
HAVE GREAT SENSITIVITY TO SOVIET REACTION IF SUCH AIRCRAFT 
PURCHASED FROM U.S. HE ADDED THAT ANY GOA PURCHASES OF 
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MILITARY AIRCRAFT WOULD HAVE TO BE ON CASH BASIS, AND THAT 
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WE WOULD NOT WISH TO STIMULATE ANY GOA EXPECTATION OF CREDIT 
SALES. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENTS REQUESTED RE LIKELIHOOD THAT GOA MIGHT 
BE WILLING TO PURCHASE C-130 OR CIVILIAN SISTER. IF 
LAURENT VISIT LIKELY TO BE NONPRODUCTIVE, WE MAY WANT TO 
ADVISE AGAINST VISIT TO KABUL. KISSINGER 
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